
Title: Hyperbaric Oxygen (HBO) Therapy (Section C, Topical Oxygen) (CAG-00060R) 
 
Decision: The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) received a 
reconsideration request to remove the coverage exclusion of Continuous Diffusion of 
Oxygen Therapy (CDO) from National Coverage Determination (NCD) Manual 20.29, 
Section C. This section of the NCD (Topical Application of Oxygen) considers treatment 
known as CDO as the application of topical oxygen and nationally non-covers this 
treatment. 

After examining the evidence, CMS has decided that no National Coverage 
Determination is appropriate at this time concerning the use of topical oxygen for the 
treatment of chronic wounds. CMS is amending NCD 20.29 by removing Section C, 
Topical Application of Oxygen and Medicare coverage of topical oxygen for the 
treatment of chronic wounds will be determined by the local contractors. 

What this means: The local Medicare Administrative Contractor (MAC) for the state of 
Minnesota will determine if, and under what circumstances, Medicare will cover CDO for 
beneficiaries living in Minnesota. National Government Services (NGS) is the local MAC 
for the state of Minnesota.  
 
Effective: As of 4/3/17 the nationally non-covered decision is removed. The effective 
date of the NGS coverage decision is unavailable. 
 
For more information, contact Customer Services at the phone number on your member 
ID card.  
 
This announcement can be found at: Hyperbaric Oxygen (HBO) Therapy 
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https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/nca-decision-memo.aspx?NCAId=286&TimeFrame=7&DocType=All&bc=AQAAIAAACAAAAA%3d%3d&


 
 

 

 

  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

  



  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


